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Minutes of the meeting of Gurnard Parish Council held at Gurnard Village Hall in Westbrook Lane, Gurnard on 
Wednesday 8 January 2020 at 6.00pm. 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Nolan (Chair); Fuller; Bugden; Jacobs; Laurens; Clayton and Williams. 
Two members of the public. 
 
The meeting commenced at 6.05pm 

6923 APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received and approved for Cllrs Wood and Smith 

6924 MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
a. No pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests declared. 
b. No written dispensation requests received. 
6925 MINUTES 
 The draft minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2019 were taken as read, approved as a 

correct record and signed by the Chair. 
6926 PLANNING, LICENSING & TREE PRESERVATION ORDER APPLICATIONS 
a. The following planning applications were received:   
i. Application No: 19/01583/RVC  

Location: 5 Old School Place PO31 8EZ  
Proposal: Variation of condition 2 on P/00919/14 in relation to property known as 5 Old School 
Place to allow changes to roof line and 1st floor accommodation. 
RESOLVED: That Gurnard Parish Council object to this application due to it being a deviation from 
the original plans. 

ii. Application No: 19/01592/TW 
Location: 63 Worsley Road PO31 8JX 
Proposal: Group 1 - Bay, Laurel & Holm Oak: Dismantle all Tree 1 - Willow: Coppice 
RESOLVED: That Gurnard Parish Council object to this application which will affect 100s of trees 
over the next 5 years and impact hugely on the special woodland character and ecology of this 
protected site, including badgers, bats, newts and toads as well as red squirrels. The incremental 
effect of this application will change the landscape character both inland and from the sea, 
contrary to the South Marine Plan, and there are significant concerns about the impact on 
ground stability which these trees have provided over the years. 

b. The following planning decisions were received and noted: 
i. Application No: 19/00886/HOU  

Location: Homestead Rew Street  PO31 8NP   
Proposed alterations including cladding of sections of dwelling, formation  of balcony on side  
elevation at 1st floor level; new glass veranda  
Decision: Granted 

ii. Application No: 19/01408/6PA  
Location: Land At Basketts Farm Rew Street  
Proposal: Agricultural prior notification for storage barn  
Decision: PAGTD (prior approval is given) 

iii. Application No: 19/01273/HOU  
Location: 2 Gurnard Heights PO31 8EF   
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Proposed single storey side and rear extensions and alterations to existing dwelling to provide  
additional living accommodation (revised scheme)  
Decision: Granted 

c. Island Housing Needs 
Cllr Fuller reported on the IWC’s Island Housing Needs Survey which went live on Tuesday 7th 
January for a period of 6 weeks and is due to meet with Mr. Ollie Boulter, IWC’s Strategic Manager 
for Planning & Infrastructure Delivery, together with Cllrs Nolan and Laurens, to raise concerns 
over the survey’s scope to fully access and reflect local housing needs, and discuss issues pertinent 
to Gurnard 

6927 GURNARD IN BLOOM (CLLR BUGDEN) 
Mrs Jennie Lewis of the Gurnard in Bloom team was in attendance and described where additional 
support would be helpful to the small team already in existence to maintain the plants in the 
village, namely the two beds either side of the new bench on Worsley Road and the planters on the 
opposite side of the road at the top of The Avenue and Albert Road. 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk will ask Island Roads if they can tidy up the beds either side of the 
bench in Worsley Road as they have done further up Worsley Road. Jennie will approach the 
homeowner in Worsley Road whose trees hang over the beds in Worsley Road to see if they 
could cut them back. She will also put a note in the Gurnard News and post a friendly enquiry 
through letter boxes to ask if residents would be willing to help with nearby watering and 
weeding. The Clerk will also request the results from 2019’s Best Kept Village Awards to see 
where improvements can be made for 2020. 

6928 REPORTS 
a. Parish Council Chairman  

The Chairman reported a drain cover to Island Roads that had lifted on Shore Road over the 
Christmas period and was impressed that they responded and fixed it within a couple of hours.  
Clerk’s Report 

b. The Clerk circulated her report prior to the meeting. Councillors asked about the St John 
Ambulance training and she confirmed that the Parish Council have resolved to pay for the hire of 
the hall in support of their offer of free first aid training for the community. 

c. IW Councillor 
IW Cllr Fuller circulated his report prior to the meeting and updated that the planning application 
for 28 Albert Road is being decided by the planning committee on the 22nd January which he will 
attend. He has been investigating a tree that was cut down on Worsley Road by Island Roads to be 
discussed under agenda item 8c. Councillors asked about the 200 extra parking spaces in Cowes 
hoped to be achieved and IW Cllr Fuller updated that a potential park and ride has been identified 
at the prison site, and that by reducing the length of parking bays to 4.8 metres a 12% increase in 
spaces will be found, which Councillors expressed mixed views about. 

d. Isle of Wight Council Environment & Sustainability Forum 
Councillors were not in attendance at the Isle of Wight Council Environment & Sustainability Forum 
on 19th December. Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 24th October 2019 were circulated 
prior to the meeting, no comments were raised.  

6929 FINANCE 
a. The Clerk presented electronic payments totalling £1765.39 for approval 

RESOLVED: That electronic payments totalling £1765.39 are approved. 
b. The Clerk presented the bank statements and monthly bank reconciliations for December 

RESOLVED: That the monthly bank reconciliations and bank statements are received and noted. 
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6930 ITEMS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS 
a. Old School Meadow (Cllr Nolan) 

Old school Meadow is regularly checked by Councillors and is being well used by dog walkers. The 
guttering at the mud kitchen was investigated but the problem had either been fixed by a user or 
restored itself, with plenty of water now in the water butt. It just needs a new stop cock which Cllr 
Nolan will purchase. There are regularly up to 3 cars parked in the meadow and it’s not clear 
whether these are dog walkers or local residents. The field has approval for occasional parking for 
maintenance etc. but not for public use and the visibility splay to the right of the exit from the field 
is insufficient and doesn’t comply with highway access regulations. 
RESOLVED: That a no parking sign is purchased, a pedestrian gate next to the main gate is 
installed to enable access, and the main gate is padlocked. The current pedestrian side gate also 
to be replaced. 

b. Cooks Bay Access (Cllr Nolan) 
Mr. John Taylor of Natural England has confirmed that the routing of the English Coastal 
Path is due to go out to consultation in February, and that while nothing has been agreed 
regarding the Gurnard Cliff path it is thought that the routing of the formal English Coastal 
path in this section will follow the existing permissive path currently being used. This route 
would benefit from Rollback and Spreading Room but nothing is finalised at the moment 
and discussions are ongoing. 

c. Tree felling (Cllr Fuller) 
Cllr Fuller has been investigating a tree that was cut down on Worsley Road by Island Roads due to 
it apparently leaning on to the highway by more than 20%. A local resident (present at the 
meeting) provided evidence that in fact it was leaning no more than 11% and questions when the 
inspection was carried out. A year ago the stake was broken in a gale which would have 
contributed to an increased lean at that time, but has since been re-staked and its angle corrected. 
Whilst Island Roads have said that they will replace the tree with like for like, the size is due to be 
significantly reduced. Councillors also reported two trees have that been cut down on Solent View 
Road, again without notification, but Island Roads have confirmed they do not need to consult with 
or inform the Parish Council about any such action to ‘their assets’.  
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council write to Island Roads to request confirmation as to when 
exactly the inspection was carried out, whether September 2018 or 2019? It is believed an 
inspection within the last 4 months would not have led to the same assessment, and request as 
large a Silver Birch replacement as possible. To also make the point that trees are a valuable 
community asset to the village, and to ask if we can be advised of any other trees due to be lost. 
Councillors will highlight this issue in their meeting with IWC’s Mr. Ollie Boulter on Monday 13th 
January 2020. 

6931 ITEMS RAISED BY THE CLERK  
a. Register of Interests 

RESOLVED: For the Clerk to email all councillors their register of interests to review and update 
as necessary. 

b. Review Terms of References for all Working Groups and Committees 
RESOLVED: That the Terms of References for all Working Groups and Committees are reviewed 
and approved without amendment. 

c. Policies 
RESOLVED: That the Audio Recording, Safeguarding and Vexatious Complaints Policies are 
reviewed and approved without amendment. 

d. Annual Parish Meeting 
RESOLVED: That this year’s Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 6.30pm on Wednesday 29th 
April and to invite John Taylor of Natural England, should he be available, to be the key note 
speaker. A nomination was made for the Parish Award and unanimously agreed. Refreshments 
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will be purchased through the Chairman’s allowance and the Clerk will advertise the meeting in 
the Gurnard News and village notice boards. 

e. BT Notice of Proposed Removal of 2 Public Call Box Removals in Gurnard 
To provide feedback to the IWC about BT’s notification that 2 phone boxes in Gurnard are being 
proposed for removal due to their low usage  
RESOLVED: That given the low usage of both call boxes proposed, that Gurnard Parish Council 
have no objection to their removal 

f. VE Day 75 Celebrations 
Following confirmation from All Saints Church that whole island celebrations are planned but there 
is no intention to do anything locally  
RESOLVED: That Gurnard Parish Council will not organise a local event for these celebrations  

g. Road Verge Management Strategy 
The Road Verge Management Strategy document provided by the Isle of Wight AONB Partnership 
was received without comment. Councillors did however raise the overgrown boundaries on either 
side of Winding Way which are obscuring the light and need cutting back, and that some of the 
chains connecting the bollards at the top of Winding Way have broken 
RESOLVED: For the Clerk to contact the previous owner of Spencer’s Copse to establish current 
ownership of the west boundary and request for it to be cut back. Cllr Fuller to report both these 
issues re. Winding Way and also the lighting on Princess Esplanade to Island Roads 

h. Buckingham Palace Garden Party May 12th 2020 
RESOLVED: That no nominations are made in recognition of past serving Chairmen of Gurnard 
Parish Council to attend the Buckingham Palace Garden Party on May 12th 2020 

i. Dragonfly Project 
To agree if and how to participate in the Dragonfly Project as requested by the YOU First Domestic 
Abuse Service on the Isle of Wight 
RESOLVED: That no volunteers are forthcoming for the Dragonfly Project 

j. Day to Day building maintenance Framework 
RESOLVED: For Gurnard Parish Council to be named in the IWC’s (no obligation) framework 
agreement for day-to-day building maintenance, due to start at the end of December 2020 for 4 
years 

6932 ITEMS TO INCLUDE ON FUTURE AGENDAS 
 To receive ideas from councillors for future agenda items which will be accompanied by a written 

report and expected outcomes for inclusion.  
RESOLVED: To suspend standing orders and continue with the meeting beyond two and half 
hours 

 Double Yellow lines at the Marsh (Cllr Fuller to raise this in his meeting with IWC’s Mr. Ollie 
Boulter) 

 Litter pick 

 Old School Meadow 

 Feedback from Councillors’ meeting with Ollie Boulter 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40 pm.          
 
 

CHAIR 
         ----------------------------------------------------- 


