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Minutes of the meeting of Gurnard Parish Council held remotely on Wednesday 10 March 2021 at 6.30pm. 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Nolan (Chair); Fuller; Bugden; Jacobs; Wood, Williams and Franklin 
 
PCSO Howard was unable to attend but had forwarded his report which was circulated to members prior to the 
meeting. There were 6 crimes reported in February 2021; 2 public orders, 2 malicious communications, 1 
assault and 1 harassment. 
 
The meeting started at 6.35 pm 
 
7023 APOLOGIES 

No apologies received 
7024 MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
a. Cllr Fuller declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 4a as a member of the Isle of Wight 

Council’s Planning Committee and issued the following statement “Please note that any predisposed 
view I express tonight is based on the information that has been presented.  However I remain open to 
listening to all arguments and receiving further material planning information, potentially enabling me 
to change my mind in light of further information.” Cllr Franklin declared a pecuniary interest in item 4a 
(iii) as he is in the process of purchasing a neighbouring property and will take no part in discussions or 
vote on this application. Cllr Bugden declared an interest in item 7e purely as she lives close to the site.  

b. No written dispensation requests received. 
7025 MINUTES 
 The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10 February 2021 were taken as read, approved as a 

correct record, and signed by the Chair. 
7026 PLANNING, LICENSING & TREE PRESERVATION ORDER APPLICATIONS 
a. The following planning applications were considered:  
i. Application No: 21/00167/FUL  

Location: 31 Marsh Road PO31 8JQ  
Proposal: Proposed alterations and conversion of part of building from E(b) (Restaurant and café) and 
C3 (Dwelling house) to two storey C1 (Hotel) accommodation; replacement roof to garage. 
RESOLVED: That Gurnard Parish Council raise no objection to this application 

ii. Application No: 21/00264/HOU  
Location: 3 Albert Road PO31 8JU  
Proposal: Proposed decking to rear with privacy screen  
RESOLVED: That Gurnard Parish Council raise no objection to this application 

iii. Application No: 21/00275/HOU  
Location: 3 Hilton Road PO31 8JB  
Proposal: Demolition of existing conservatory; proposed single storey extension and alterations 
RESOLVED: That Gurnard Parish Council raise no objection to this application 

b. The following planning decisions were noted:  
i. Application No: 20/01037/FUL  

Location: 16 Princes Esplanade PO31 8LE  
Proposal: Demolition of existing dwelling; proposed replacement dwelling  
Decision: Granted 
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ii. Application No: 20/02243/TW 1  
Location: Gurnard Pines Cockleton Lane Gurnard Cowes Isle of Wight PO31 8RA  
Proposal: Leylandii Trees situated as detailed in the application are to have their crowns raised to offer 
a 3 metres clearance of the ground.  
Decision: Granted  

iii. Application No: 20/01460/HOU  
Location: 69 Marsh Road PO31 8JQ  
Proposal: Proposed balcony (revised scheme)(revised plans)(readvertised application)  
Decision: Refused 

c. Members considered how to address the IWC’s Planning Committee re. application no: 
20/02026/FUL due to be considered on Tuesday 16/03/2021  
 

(Cllr Wood offered to address the IWC’s Planning Committee on behalf of GPC, should this be agreed, before 
leaving the meeting to attend work.) 
 

RESOLVED: That a summary statement of GPC’s objections to be drafted by Cllr Fuller, in conjunction 
with the Clerk, and following members’ approval, read out by Cllr Wood via video link at the Planning 
Committee Meeting on Tuesday 16/3/21. 

7027 REPORTS 
a. Parish Council Chairman  

The Chairman had nothing further to report beyond the business listed on the agenda. 
b. Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk circulated her report prior to the meeting and in agreement with members re-scheduled the 
meeting for the Playground Working Group from Thursday 18th March, to 10.00 am on Thursday 25th 
March 2021. She confirmed that she will be collecting money from the toilets again on or before 
29/3/21 and will issue a new rota for dual collections to resume as covid restrictions ease. She asked 
members if they would like to take up Natural England’s offer to talk at a future meeting, but this will 
be deferred until face to face meetings can begin again. 

c. IW Councillor 
IW Cllr Fuller circulated his report prior to the meeting and updated on issues that have arisen since 
Cowes Enterprise College reduced its intake from 270 to 210 leading to anyone living outside the 1.6 
mile radius from school, including some living in Rew Street and Northwood, not being successful in 
gaining a place for September. He has spoken to the school and whilst there is a risk to increasing entry, 
ways to address the issue are being looked at. He has had a meeting regarding Active Travel and that 
the Isle of Wight Council (IWC) are looking to talk to Town and Parish Council’s about how allocated 
money can be best spent locally, suggesting disabled access to the plinth at the bottom of Gurnard 
Green as a possible area to explore for these funds. He attended the IWC’s budget meeting and 
supported a 5% increase in council tax on the basis that £40 million has been promised by the 
Environment Agencies for sea defence and coastal protection which so many residents rely on.  

d. Environment and sustainability forum Monday 15th February 2021 
The Clerk circulated minutes of the Environment and Sustainability forum held on Monday 
15th February 2021 prior to the meeting, attended by Cllr Fuller, who raised e-buses and sustainable 
travel as the main areas of discussion.  

e. Meeting with Bob Seely MP Friday 19th February 2021 and Thursday 4th March 2021 
Not attended by members 

f. IWALC Executive Committee Meeting Thursday 28 January 2021 
Prior to the meeting the Clerk circulated minutes of the IWALC Executive Meeting attended by Cllr 
Fuller on Thursday 28 January 2021, who raised IWALC’s efforts to challenge the IWC about their 
withdrawal of the Local Council Tax Support Grant, despite expecting T&PCs to take on more and more 
responsibility for services. 
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g. IWALC Topic Meeting Thursday 25th February and Planning Training 10th/17th February 
The Clerk circulated minutes of IWALC’s Planning Training prior to the meeting. 

7028 FINANCE 
a. The Clerk presented electronic payments totalling £ 4689.22 and receipts totalling £ 120.75 for 

February 2021 for approval 
RESOLVED: That the electronic payments totalling £4689.22 and receipts totalling £ 120.75 for 
February 2021 are approved 

b. The Clerk presented the copy bank statements and bank reconciliations for February 2021 
RESOLVED: That the monthly bank statements and bank reconciliation for February 2021 are noted 

7029 ITEMS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS 
a. Parking Meters 

The Chairman updated following his meeting on 26 February with the Leader of the Isle of Wight 
Council and Ian Ward, Cabinet Member for Transport & Infrastructure, and that following on from this 
meeting, the Leader has requested a further meeting prior to the pre-election period at 2pm on 16 
March, which the Chairman will attend on behalf of Gurnard Parish Council. 

b. Village Green Status 
The Clerk updated that 57 user evidence forms have been returned so far which is a great response and 
has already met the target of 50-60 set last month. The process for the required statutory declaration 
was discussed and some local notary members of public were suggested who might be able to fulfil this 
role. The Chairman proposed a letter held on file from the IWC dated October 1998, confirming the 
Putting Green is no longer in use, to be included as an attachment with the overall return. 
RESOLVED: That 2 more weeks will be given for any further forms to be returned, at which point the 
Clerk is authorised to sign and make the required statutory declaration on behalf of GPC, and submit 
the application and attachments to the IWC by the end of the month. 

c. Toilets 
The Chairman updated that Danfo have responded to the Toilet Committee’s request for regular 
reporting by advising that there have been no issues with the equipment since installation, and so 
providing a weekly update would be unproductive. The parts for the building apparently rarely need 
replacing but that under our existing cleaning agreement, should there be a problem in the future, 
Danfo would cover labour costs and just charge GPC for the relevant part at cost price. An onsite 
meeting can be arranged with members of the toilet committee to talk through the equipment from 
May 17th onwards. Still to be resolved by the Toilet Committee, the need for communication with 
cleaning personnel about issues on a local level. 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk seek quotations for cleaning the toilets from 15th July 2021 onwards as per 
financial regulations and a meeting arranged for Toilet Committee members to review equipment 
with Danfo from 17th May 2021. 
 

(Due to technical issues the chairman temporarily lost contact with the meeting and Cllr Fuller took over the 
chair, moving to item 8f on the agenda in his absence)  
 
d. Email addresses 

Cllr Franklin circulated a report prior to the meeting about the creation of generic domain based e-mail 
addresses for members in response to concerns raised about privacy. 
RESOLVED: That Cllr Franklin works with the Clerk to set this up after the election in May but that 
members can opt in or out as they wish. Policy to be agreed so that group e-mails are not forwarded 
outside of GPC membership. 
 

(Cllr Nolan resumed the chair) 
 
e. Picnic Tables  

To consider a query received regarding the position of seating and disabled access onto the plinth, and 
agree publicity and wording for a plaque as necessary. 
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RESOLVED: For the Clerk to find out from the IWC the cost involved in providing disabled access onto 
the plinth and enquire whether any funding might be available towards this through the ‘Active 
Travel’ scheme. For the wheelchair gap to be repositioned and a plaque with the wording ‘Provided 
by Gurnard Parish Council 2021’ to be fixed to the centre of the table. 

f. Old School Meadow 
Members discussed options to repair the picnic tables in Old School Meadow following some antisocial 
behaviour recently, and whilst offers of help have been gratefully received from members of the public, 
the Clerk has clarified with insurers that GPC would be legally liable for any work undertaken by 
volunteers that led to loss, injury or damage being sustained by a member of the public, and so any 
work carried out in the meadow must be formally risk assessed before any work is carried out to 
comply with insurance requirements. Whilst not wanting to discourage local support, it could be that a 
sign asking people to report any issues in the first instance to the Clerk, might be helpful in the future. 
RESOLVED: That the Old School Meadow Working Group meet to review and update GPC’s risk 
assessment for volunteers and consider signage as appropriate. For Cllr Jacobs to explore options to 
purchase replacement seats for approval next month. 
The idea of making part of the meadow a dog free zone, raised recently by a member of the public, was 
discussed. It was acknowledged that currently the field is mainly used by dog walkers but the 
wildflower area, where the old fire pit was, is already dog free and potentially this could be expanded 
to include the mud kitchen with picnic tables to encourage more children and families to use the area. 
RESOLVED: Cllr Jacobs to draft a flyer for May’s edition of the Gurnard News to canvass opinion on 
the idea to develop a ‘dog free zone’, to be approved next month. 

7030 ITEMS RAISED BY THE CLERK  
a. Policies for review 

RESOLVED: That amendments to the Dignity at Work Policy and Emergency and Flood Plans are 
agreed. 

b. Neighbourhood Plan Sign  
RESOLVED: To purchase a replacement Neighbourhood Plan sign to be installed at the entrance to 
Rew Street. 

c. Election 
The Clerk circulated information about the nomination process ahead of the Election in May prior to 
the meeting. Members clarified the requirement to personally hand deliver their nomination forms to 
the Monitoring Officer at County Hall. 

7031 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
RESOLVED: In accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act of 1960, 
the Press and Public will be excluded from the following item, having due regard to the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted 

 
(The Clerk left the meeting at 9.15pm) 
 
7032 Clerk’s appraisal 

The Chairman put forward recommendations on behalf of the Personnel Working Group for agreement. 
RESOLVED: That this item is deferred until next month in order for members to review the relevant 
paperwork. 

 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.42 pm         CHAIR 
 
         ----------------------------------------------------- 


